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Synopsis

The arrival of a strange alien ship changes everything for the stranded survivors of Battle Group
72.5.Captain Jonathan Dallas must place his trust in his newfound alien allies if his fleet is to survive
the latest threat. He is faced with a terrible choice, one that could lead not only to the destruction of
his battle group, but humanity itself. Regardless of his decision, the future remains uncertain, the
intertwined fates of two galaxies hanging by a thread. In the shadows, a malevolent being works
that thread like a spider, weaving a twisted web that could mean the end of everything.lt is here

where it all begins. Where history is made.Witness the cradle of war.
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Customer Reviews

| havena ™t been reading many of Isaac Hookea ™s books, but now 14 ™m & cehookeda ¢ on
them. This is the third book in the series (as you probably guessed from the title) and each one is
just as good as the last. Captain Jonathan Dallas commands the USS Calloway and a small fleet
that has gotten themselevs stuck in a galaxy far, far away. They came through a slipstream gate
believing it would take them closer to home. But, someone change the gate endpoint and the USS

Calloway plus the fleet wound they know not where. This unknown system also has no return gate



so it looks like they may be here quite some time.Initially, this small United Systems fleet was
followed by a hostile band of Raakarr ships that do not need a gate to go from one system to the
next. So, Captain Dallas finds himself faced with an enemy whom he must defeat and then find
some way to get his ship and the others of his fleet home. Neither task is going to be easy.
Fortunately, or maybe unfortunately, his fleet does contain one Raakarr vessel that has a
supposedly rogue group of Raakarrs called the Zarafe faction. They wish an alliance with the
humans and do not agree with the attacks that have thus far taken place by the Elk faction of
Raakarr. Captain Dallas doesna ™t yet trust these Raakarr, but he does recognize their ship now
called the Talon as a possible way back home.Then a new alien vessel comes through the other
slipstream wormhole. Itd ™s shaped like a MAfbius strip and currently just sitting in front of the
slipstream wormhole. Who are these guys and what do they want? Captain Dallas doesna ™t have
unlimited resources and if he and his fleet are to return to human control space, he needs to get his

gate builder ship working ASAP.
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